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=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
1. From the Editor's Desk
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Which is more important: input or output?

Our minds generate new ideas slowly, as they are comfortable with known regions and tend to explore those familiar neural pathways repeatedly.  Occasionally  we'll think of or realize something new - but more often, we turn to the works of great authors and the wisdom of friends to grant or encourage new ideas.

But if authors and friends are similarly selfish, how does any information get exchanged?

I've been taking English courses recently, trying to challenge myself with topics that I once found difficult, such as Shakespeare and poetry.  This winter, I opted not to continue that exploration, and abandoned the Dickens course for which I'd registered.

Now, for the first time in many months, I have time that is not dedicated to reading and analysis - and I'm finding that something needs to fill the void.  And where input has diminished, I am finding output increasing, as I am getting back in touch with former editors and publications and writing not because I have to, to get a grade - but because I want to.

To everything, there is a balance; in all things, moderation.

-Ken Gagne
Editor, Syndicommotion
writing@syndicomm.com

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
2. Syndicomm News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=


Promotions
----------
The Buddy Program, free video games offer, and Operation Douglas contest mentioned in our last issue are all still in effect.  Visit <http://www.syndicomm.com/about/buddyprogram.html>, the Gamebits forum, and the Prolific Quill forum, respectively, for details.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
3. Forum Roster
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

All forums can be accessed by telnetting to syndicomm.com and typing the forum's respective keyword at any menu prompt.  Via web browser, surf to <http://www.syndicomm.com/communities/keyword> where "keyword" is that forum's keyword, or use the links below.  All email addresses are @syndicomm.com.

Forum               Keyword      Page   SysOp's Name       SysOp's Email
================    ==========   ====   =============      =============
HelpDesk            HELPDESK      150   Eric Shepherd      HELPDESK
Palm OS             PALM          590   Thomas Compter     PALM
Macintosh           MAC           605   Ed Reppert         MAC
Apple II Forum      A2            645   Ryan Suenaga       A2
Newton Alive        NEWTON        650   Kim Howe           NEWTON
Live Games          LIVEGAMES     810   Lisa McKleroy      LIVEGAMES
Family Fun & Games  FUN           820   Michele Greb       FUN
Role Playing Games  RPG           833   Thomas Compter     RPG
Showbits            SHOWBITS      840   Ken Gagne          SHOWBITS
Gamebits            GAMEBITS      850   Ken Gagne          GAMEBITS
Singles             SINGLES       910   Ken Gagne          SINGLES
Refunders' Refuge   REFUNDERS     915   Jamie Yates        REFUNDERS
Women's Life        WOMEN         940   Michele Greb       WOMEN
Fertile Grounds     FERTILE       950   Kathryn Holderman  FERTILE
Life w/Diabetes     DIABETES      955   Lora Harville      DIABETES
Prolific Quill      QUILL         990   Ken Gagne          QUILL
Policy & Politics   POLICY       1600   Eric Shepherd      POLICY

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
4. Forum News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Palm OS
Page 590
Keyword: PALM
-------------
What's a Mac OS X user to do?  With official Palmsource support for Mac OS X slipping, Mark/Space has stepped in to fill the void a bit with their Missing Sync application.   Come join the discussion in the Palm Community at Category 10, Topic 11: Mark/Space Online.

Macintosh
Page 605
Keyword: MAC
------------
Macworld San Francisco 2005 was held in January, and several announcements - few of them surprising - were made.  New products range from the hardware of the Mac Mini and iPod Shuffle to software such as iLife '05 and iWorks.  Stop by Category 5, Topic 7 to compare notes on these revelations.

Apple II
Page 645
Keyword: A2
-----------
With the first month of the year behind us, anticipation for KansasFest 2005 has begun to build.  Just as Rockhurst University is the home of this convention, Category 5, Topic 7: KFest 2005 is the home for related discussion.  Also visit Category 6, Topic 7: Teaching Programming with the Apple II to read and make suggestions for how to incorporate Apple II applications and values into a modern high school classroom setting.

Role Playing Games
Page 833
Keyword: RPG
------------
Our intrepid adventurers are getting ready to make another foray against evil in the land of Mercia.  Don't miss the fun in Category 12, Topic 2: Kingdom of Mercia Session Planning.  Please notice our new bulletin board structure, as our remodeling is finally complete! 

Showbits
Page 840
Keyword: SHOWBITS
-----------------
Despite the current trend toward so-called "reality" television, a popular format of television is the sitcom, or situational comedy.  Everyone loves a laugh; what makes you laugh?  We list some of our favorite comedies in Category 10, Topic 1: Miscellaneous Television Discussion.  We commemorate one of the funniest men of 20th century television in Category 2, Topic 8: Fade to Black, where we pay tribute to Johnny Carson.  On the silver screen, we reflect on what films from 2004 we can recommend in Category 30, Topic 4: Favorite Films.  And anticipation for the 2005 film "Star Wars Episode III: Revenge of the Sith" builds in Category 32, Topic 3; the end is near!

Singles
Page 910
Keyword: SINGLES
----------------
On Monday, February 14th, many couples will venture out in honor of Valentine's Day.  Is it just another Hallmark holiday, lacking any personal significance and warranting a jaded couple's scoffs?  Or is it an opportunity to beat the crowds for posh restaurant reservations and concert tickets to celebrate your love?  Post your thoughts and see what other people are up to in Category 11, Topic 3: Keeping the Fire Alive.

Prolific Quill
Page 990
Keyword: QUILL
--------------
In Category 2, Topic 12: eBooks, we discuss the most efficient hardware with which to read electronic publications.  Meanwhile, in Category 51, Topic 5, Dan Brown's "The Da Vinci Code" inspires curiosity and defensiveness in Parisians and Catholics alike as Hollywood ramps up to translate it to the big screen.

Policy & Politics
Page 1600
Keyword: POLICY
---------------
In Category 40, Topic 6: Iraq, we're talking about the country's election, as well as other national and international issues of importance.  Also notice our newly-christened Category 37 for discussion of NASA: America's Space Program.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
5. Other News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Offline Readers (OLRs)
----------------------
The options for Syndicomm offline readers are growing, but still have a ways to go.  Syndicomm engineering will work with any interested programmers and script writers who want to develop OLRs for Macintosh, Windows, or other operating systems.  Email eng@syndicomm.com if interested.

Want to Start a Forum?
----------------------
Syndicomm has grown quickly since its inception, due in no small part to its dedicated and ingenious development team.  But there's plenty more that everyone else can contribute, too!

Various members of Syndicomm have expressed interest in seeing the service grow to include specific forums.  They'd like the following topics to have their own discussion areas: Windows/PCs; Travel; Genealogy; Geography; Fiber/Textile; and various consumer and professional topics.  If you're interested in managing one of these or other communities, email contracts@syndicomm.com.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
6. About Syndicommotion
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Syndicommotion is written, edited, and published entirely using Apple II and Macintosh hardware and software.  Copyright (c) 2005 by Syndicomm.  All rights reserved.  Syndicomm, Syndicomm Online, and Syndicommotion are trademarks of Eric Shepherd.
